Hallin and Mancini identify four “major dimensions”, the tools by which theyallocate different countries to the appropriate ideal type. These dimensions are:
1. The state of development of a country’s mass media market;
2. The closeness of the links between political parties and the press (political parallelism);
3. The state and stage of journalistic professionalisation; and
4. The degree or level of state intervention in the media.
Polarised Pluralist 
Countries falling into the Polarised Pluralist clustergenerally do not have mass circulation newspapers, have a high degree of political parallelism, have relatively low levels of journalistic professionalism and the state has historically played a central, interventionist role in the media. 
(France, Greece, Italy, Portugal and Spain) Democratic Corporatist 
Democratic Corporatist
The countries of the Democratic Corporatist model also have a high degree of political parallelism but have a strongly developed mass circulation press. They also enjoy a high level of journalistic professionalism and strong limits on the extent to which the state is permitted to intervene in the media. 
(Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland)
Liberal Model 
The countries of the Liberal Model have high levels of journalistic professionalism, a limited state role in regulating the media, highly developed mass circulation newspapers and varying attitudes on political parallelism.
(Britain, the US, Canada and Ireland)
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Table 1. The three models: main political and media system characteristics

) Polarized Democratic .
Chamsteristics pluralist model corporatist model B
Political system
Political history: Late democratization, | Early Early
conflict vs. consensus | polarized pluralism democratization, - democratization,
moderate pluralism, | moderate pluralism
Consensus or majori- | Both Predominantly Predominantly ma-
tarian government consensus joritarian
Individual vs. Organized pluralism | Organized, democratic | Individual
organized pluralism corporatism representation
Role of State Dirigisme Strong welfare state | Liberalism
Rational Legal Weak, clientelistm Strong Strong
Authority
Media system
Political parallelism | High. External pluralism, Internal pluralism
Politics-over-broad- | politics-in-broadcast- | (external in the U.K.),
casting ing with substantial professional broadcast
autonomy governance, formally
autonomous system
Professionalization Weak Strong Strong
Role of state in media | Strong Strong, but freedom Market-dominated
of media protected (but strong PSB in
UK. and Ireland)

Source: (Hallin, Mancini, 2004, pp. 67-68).





